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SOUNDINGS! 
May 2019 

Your Minister’s Message: 
Why did Jesus come into this world?  Why did he rise from death to new life? 

God sent his Beloved into this world so that we might know life in all its fullness.  The 
Prince of Peace defeated death so that we would know without doubt that God’s 
intention is for goodness to triumph over sin and death.   

I pray that the Easter’s promise gives you personal peace.  If God would go to such 
lengths with Jesus, to show God’s love, there is no challenge or hardship or heart break 
which you should fear.  God is with you.  God is offering you a path to abundant life, 
now and after death. Trust in the hope which Easter reveals to you. 

But Easter isn’t just for you and me.  You and I are called to be Easter people in service 
to this world—Easter gives us a purpose in this life.  We are to be the hands, voice, feet 
and heart of the Living Christ.  This hurting and still broken world needs healthy, whole 
human beings whose faith compels them to stand up for what is good and right.  Sure, 
we are far from perfect.  But God works through imperfect people through-out 
scripture and through-out history.   

Over the past few months, attackers have targeted places of worship around the world.  
In California a gunman opened fire on Chabad Poway synagogue on the last day of 
Passover, one of the holiest holidays in the Jewish calendar.   The person wielding terror 
in this horrible act of violence also was involved in a fire at a nearby Mosque.  His 
family attended a Presbyterian Church (though not our same denomination).  This 
breaks my heart.  This violence followed a series of bombings on Christian churches in 
Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday; mass shootings at New Zealand mosques last month; and a 
shooting at a synagogue in Pittsburgh six months ago. 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), offer us 
these words:  “As Christians, we are called to renew our own commitment to Him who 
is The Prince of Peace, and to demonstrate His love toward all of God’s children, 
regardless of their commitment to other faiths or to none. Let us all renew our 
response to Him, seeking peace and justice for all, and demonstrating vigilance against 
every sign of prejudice and potential violence against others.”    

Let us seek to be God’s Easter people.                          
Stefanie, Your Pastor 
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PASTA AND PROJECT    
Sunday, May 5th  
The first Sunday of each month we 
receive our offering for ProJeCt of 
Easton. Cash or checks payable to First 
Presbyterian Church may be put in the 
offering plate. Donations of pasta may 
be put in the basket in front of the 
Communion Table. 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on 
Monday, May 6, at 1:00 pm in the 
Brainerd Gathering area. Anyone who 
enjoys knitting and crocheting (or 
would like to learn) is welcome. 
Contact Judy Jacobs if you have 
questions, 610-984-3740. 

CHURCH-WIDE SPRING-CLEANUP and 
WORK DAY is Saturday, May 11th at 
9am.   
All members and friends of the church 
are invited to come in your work 
clothes to spruce up our lovely church 
facility, inside and out!  We expect to 
work until at least noon. 

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH is Sun., May 
12th 
Some of our church men will host a 
brunch after worship.  If you are a 
mom, have a mom or have a friend or 
family member in your life who you 
love who is a mom—please come! 

THE PROGRESSIVE DINNER  
Saturday, May 18th at 5:30 p.m 
A progressive dinner is a pot-luck with 
successive courses prepared and eaten 
at the residences of different hosts. All 
couples and singles are invited to 
attend to benefit the One Great Hour 
of Sharing offering. Cost is $10 per 
person. Sign-up sheets are available in 
Legacy Hall during coffee hour.  
Attendees are asked to provide an 
appetizer, salad or dessert.  A gift to 
One Great Hour of Sharing is to share 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
by providing relief to those affected by 
natural disasters, providing food to the 
hungry, and helping to empower the 
poor and oppressed. Contact Ruthann 
A r r a s , 3 1 5 - 8 7 0 - 0 2 0 0 o r 
ruthann.arras@gmail.com, for more 
information. 

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to The 
Cask at 80 Kunkle Drive, Easton, on 
Sunday, May 19th. All are welcome. 
For information about the Brunch 
Bunch, contact Ruthann Arras at 
315-870-0200 or 
ruthann.arras@gmail.com, 

THE FPC BOOK CLUB  
Monday, May 20 at 1:00 p.m.  
Come to the church to discuss The 
Chilbury Ladies Choir by Jennifer 
Ryan.  Everyone is welcome! The 
discussions each month are very 
interesting and lively.  If you have not 
read the book, come anyway to decide 
if you want to read it.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
Meeting of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton is called 
for May 19, 2019, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service. The 
business of the  
meeting will include the election of Elders and Deacons for terms to begin in June 
2019.  We are still seeking members with big hearts and a commitment to Christian 
care to join our Deacon’s board 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Our office administrator, Nancy Penmen, is currently in 
Kessler Rehabilitation (Chester, NJ) following a mild 
stroke. She will be recuperating through June 1st.  

Christine K. Potter-Kass will receive her Masters of 
Divinity from Moravian Theological Seminary on May 11, 
2019 at 3:00PM at College Hill Moravian Church, 
Bethlehem.  

It is with heartfelt sadness that we share the news of the passing of Elder Robert “ 
Bob” R. D. Nickels on April 26, 2019.  Please keep his wife, Rev. Karen Nickels, who 
served FPC Easton, in your prayers.  A Service was held at the Presbyterian Church of 
the Mountain, Delaware Water Gap, PA on Saturday May 4, 2019. 

We also share the sad news of the passing of Rev. John Stoner, honorably retired 
member of Lehigh Presbytery, on April 16, 2019.  Services will be held at FPC 
Allentown, May 11th, 2019. 

~  To all who donated snacks to be sent with care to our college 
students- the packages were received with much appreciation!   
- Your Membership Team 

~  To all our secretary-for-the-day helpers who have and will be  
coming into the office to assist while Nancy Penmen is 

recuperating.  Much thanks! 

THE JOHN H. AND BARBARA LEHR FUND was established as a 
discretionary fund disbursed by the pastor to assist members of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Easton who need temporary 
financial assistance. Your gifts to this fund help assure that 
monies are available when a need arises.  This fund is in need 
of on-going support. Please consider making a donation. 

2019 PER CAPITA - This year’s per capita amount is $36.00 per confirmed member 
of the congregation. The per capita assessment is used by our denomination to fund 
the operations of the presbyteries, synods, and General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)  

GIANT AND SHOPRITE GIFT CARDS can be purchased in Legacy Hall following worship 
or in the church office during the week.  

SCRIP Program The "Scrip" gift card program allows you to order gift cards for many 
merchants in the area, and the church will receive a contribution for every card sold. 
You may place orders on Sundays. Contact Lavona Baatz at 610-966-5590. 
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1 Tim Cain 
2 Caitlin Omaboe-Mensah 
4 Dolores VanSyckle 
5 Harry Freebairn 
6 Lorraine Fugere 
8 Maggie Muthoka 
9 Michelle Dicker 
11 Stephanie Moki 
16 Eileen Bloshuk 
19 Wanda Joshua 
24 Susan Charlton 
27 Angel Muthoka 
31 Georgia Young 

KIRKWOOD CAMP - Summer Camp 
Registration has begun. Week long 
programs are offered for kids grades 
3-12 and there are many activities to 
choose from. Camp brochures are on 
the table in Legacy Hall and in the 
Church Office. Scholarships to pay part 
of the cost are available – call the 
Church Office for information. 

C o n t a c t K i r k w o o d C a m p a t 
5 7 0 - 4 2 1 - 8 6 2 5 o r 
www.kirkwoodcamp.org or for more 
information or to register. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS  

The 2019 Flower Chart is posted in 
Legacy Hall. If you wish to sponsor 

flowers, please sign the chart or call 
t h e c h u r c h o f f i c e . F o r t w o 
arrangements the cost is $40 or more 
depend ing on the s i ze o f the 
arrangement. We place an order with 
our florist, Bloomies, and the florist 
bills you directly. The flowers enhance 
the beauty of our worship and are 
delivered by the Deacons to the sick 
and shut-ins.  Please call the Church 
Office, 610-253-3579. 

FLOWER CANS NEEDED  

Deacons are requesting donations of 46 
oz. cans (large juice cans) to carry 
church flowers to our at-home or 
hospitalized church friends. The cans 
must be clean, with one end and the 
label removed if possible.  

Cans can be left in the service kitchen 
(next to the sanctuary). Also, if you 
have or know of someone who has a 
covered can already from a flower 
delivery, please return it to the church 
so we can use it again. Contact Susan 
Charlton for pick up (610-253-5658). 
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