
  

SOUNDINGS – September 2018 

    Today it is hot outside (over 90!). Easton schools are dismissing school early because 
of the heat advisory.  As I try and picture the weeks ahead here at First Presbyterian 
Church of Easton, I cannot think autumn thoughts.  It’s still too much August.   

Usually heat makes me want to find a shady spot, lie down.  But that’s not the posture 
that I feel as I imagine our September together here at 333 Spring Garden Street.  We 
have too much going on to take it slow.  In September our Adult Discipleship will have 

two last meetings out of six in the series. These gatherings have been wonderful opportunities for real 
conversation about faith and a chance to engage the power of scripture.  Our children will soon be back to 
learning and fellowship as well.  We will start Sunday School classes on September 9th.  Then on September 
16th we all have a chance to share joy as we worship jointly with Genesis Church and once again hold our 
Street Festival.  Of course in September our choirs will also begin once more to offer their gifts of music to our 
worship.  

While all this is happening in September we will also serve our neighbors.  A collection of our leaders will bring 
dinner to the Safe Harbor homeless shelter on the first Monday of the month. Our Mission Team will sponsor 
the purchase of food supplies for one lunch at Safe Harbor, as they do each month.  Our congregants will also 
collect pasta and deliver Meals on Wheels. And our Shawl Ministry will meet to make plans for the coming 
year.   

But what fuels all our time together, all the service we extend to neighbor, all the study and worship we share 
-- is anything but a desire to just be busy. There is enough business elsewhere.  Instead, here there is a heat 
rising.  I see it in the warmth shared among members and in the commitment to service radiating out our 
doors into the streets of downtown Easton.  And I want to fan that flame, I want you to see it and feel it. God’s 
spark of grace is at work here in downtown Easton-- here at FPCE.  

In our divided world, we are a place to build real connections.  In an insincere and superficial culture we come 
together, warts and all, and share authentic experiences of grace. In a time when coming to church is less and 
less popular… we are striving to be the Body of Christ.  Rather than burning out, we are burning bright. 

The scripture which is guiding me into this new September season is Romans 12:11-13.  I like this translation:  
“Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. (NRSV)” What a vital and 
comprehensive charge!  But I also find the words Rev. Eugene Peterson uses to communicate the meaning of 
“zeal” to be very meaningful:  Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame.   

I hope this church can be a part of keeping the flame of your faith burning bright. No, let me revise that 
statement. I believe that this church can help keep your faith fueled and aflame!  God has called us to be 
together, to serve together, to worship together so that God’s light will shine all the brighter through us.  

Right now the air conditioning is turned up and there is ice in my coffee.  I hope when you read this article in 
September the temperature has come down a bit (out of the 90’s).  But I also hope you still feel a warmth 
burning in your heart, as you are thankfully aware of God's presence in your life.  I hope that should the fire of 
your soul feel weakened, that you will rekindle it by joining in worship, community building, and service with 
all of us here.  I look forward to sharing in ministry and mission with you. 

Your pastor, 
Stefanie  



FELLOWSHIP AND GROWTH 

DISCIPLESHIP FOR ADULTS Rev. Muntzel is 
facilitating our gatherings using the book “Short 
Stories By Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of A 
Controversial Rabbi”. Each session is stand alone, 
so you can come even if you have not previously 
attended.  The next gathering date is  September 
4, 7 p.m., at the home of Pat Koefoed and Rich 
Linnell, 231 E. Madison Street, Easton (Note 
Change). The last gathering will be on September 
25 at the home of Carol and Bill Schroeher.  

 
CLASSES START 
SEPTEMBER 9! 

 Our Sunday School classes 
start on Sunday, Sept 9, 2018!  
Two teachers will take all ages 
of youth from the sanctuary to 
our second floor for an opening 

gathering.  Then younger kids and older kids will 
each go to a separate classroom for an age 
appropriate lesson.  We will again be using the 
curriculum “Whole People of God”.  

The first Sunday of each month our congregation 
celebrates communion.  We invite students to 
worship with their families on this first Sunday.  
This allows children to get a feel for a whole 
worship service and to experience this special 
sacrament. We welcome children (who can read 
with confidence out loud) and teens to be co-
leaders in worship on Communion Sundays. 
Children under 4 years old are welcome to go to 
the nursery on any Sunday.  

Teens are invited to join our teaching teams as 
classroom helpers for two Sundays each month. 
The teens will have a monthly class of their own, 
led by our pastor, after worship. That time will be 
arranged in October.   
 

PICTURE DIRECTORY On Sunday, September 9, 

before and after worship, Guy Kass will complete 

the picture taking. Pictures of the entire 

congregation, Deacons, Elders, the Handbell Choir 

and the Chancel Choir will be taken in the 

sanctuary. You will be notified when the specific 

pictures will be taken (before or after worship). No 

individual pictures will be taken.  

New directories will be completed sometime in 

October. Please let the church office know if your 

address, phone numbers or email has changed. 

STREET FESTIVAL, Sunday, September 16 – The 

day will begin at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary with a 

simple shared worship service with our sister church, 

Genesis. The Street Festival will run from noon to 2:00 

p.m. with music, food and activities. (See attached flyer) 

Contact Susan Mackay, susan.mackay67@gmail.com or 

908-507-2621 for more information.  

USED BOOKS – Our upcoming Street Festival/ Open 

House on September 16th will again feature a used 

book sale. If you’d like to donate, please bring your 

gently used and salable books, CD’s, DVD’s to the 

church and place in the appropriate boxes outside 

the Millheim Room. Please, no textbooks, 

almanacs, encyclopedias, or video cassettes. All 

proceeds will go to the Mission Team. Thanks! 

 
4 Becky Bartlett 

8 Harriet Spilman 

10 Gerald Cirka 

14 Travis Barrow 

18 Kevin Joshua 

19 Gladys Millheim 

20 Buffy Hughes 

30 Lori Young 

PLAN TO JOIN US – The celebration of Naomi 

Smith’s 103rd birthday (August 31) will be on 

Sunday, September 9. 
 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY is back from summer 

vacation and their next meeting will be on 

Monday, September 10, 1:00 p.m. in the Brainerd 

Gathering Area. Come and share what you have 

worked on over the summer. Everyone is welcome 

to join the group and be a part of this mission of 

helping others. Contact Judy Jacobs, 610-984-3740, 

for more information. 

mailto:susan.mackay67@gmail.com


THE BOOK CLUB On August 20, Barbara J. Taylor 

spoke at our Book Club. She is the author of Sing in 

the Morning, Cry at Night and All Waiting is Long. 

Approximately 25 ladies came to hear her and she 

was absolutely delightful. Ms Taylor enjoyed 

talking about her books as much as we enjoyed 

hearing about them. Thank you Noralee Manzek 

for arranging this wonderful day. Also, thank you to 

the ladies who brought the delicious cookies and 

brownies.  

On September 17, at 1:00 p.m. the Book Club will 

be discussing Circling the Sun by Paula McClain. 

You are welcome to join the group even if you have 

not read the book and bring a friend. Contact 

Nancy Pruitt, 610-258-1677 for more information.  

 

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to Longhorn 

Steakhouse, 3784 Dryland Way, Easton, on Sunday, 

September 23. For information about the Brunch 

Bunch, contact Ruthann Arras at 315-870-0200 or 

ruthann.arras@gmail.com. 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSALS have resumed. The 

Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 

p.m. in the Music Room on the second floor of the 

Church House. Anyone with an interest in singing 

should contact Chancel Choir Director Elizabeth 

Campbell, songbirdelizabeth@yahoo.com or 480-

619-0839. 

HANDBELL CHOIR The Handbell Choir will meet on 

Wednesday, September 12, at 6:15 p.m. to polish 

the handbells. Handbell rehearsals will resume on 

Wednesday, September 26, at 6:15 p.m. Contact 

Gloria Snyder, gloriasnyder22@gmail.com or 610-

439-1933 for more information. 

 

I wish to thank everyone for their cards, phone 

calls and prayers during my recent hospital stays 

and recoup period. An additional thank you to 

Susan Moki for her excellent care when she was my 

nurse at Lehigh Valley Hospital. I am fortunate to 

be a member of such a caring family. 

- Lavona Baatz 

Betty Minnich thanks everyone for the beautiful 

card for her daughter and she thanks everyone for 

their prayers. Her daughter is not getting better. 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

Please accept this offering to the church with our 

gratitude for the pleasant meeting room we use 

each Wednesday morning. We hope it will help 

with the air conditioning expenses. Thank you. 

- Al Anon Group 

 

THE KENYAN DINNER, hosted 

by the Moki and Muthoka 

families, will be held on 

Saturday, October 13. More 

details to follow. 

SHARING AND SERVICE 

SAFE HARBOR DINNERS - First Presbyterian 

Church provides dinners the first Monday of the 

month to approximately 36 residents of Safe 

Harbor, our local shelter for homeless men and 

women.  The sign-up sheet for August 2018 

through July 2019 is posted on the Mission bulletin 

board near the water fountain. All dates from 

October 1, 2018 to July 1, 2019 are open. Church 

teams, groups or individuals are encouraged to sign 

up. If you haven’t helped in the past, this is your 

opportunity. Questions, call Nancy Udut, 610-253-

5455. 

ARK LUNCHEON – A BIG Thank You to all who 

helped prepare food for the ARK Luncheon on July 

21. Please know that the recipients of this meal 

might not have another meal for a day or so and 

really appreciate what is provided for them by First 

Presbyterian Church. They get to take leftovers 

with them and if we still have extra it is dropped off 

at Safe Harbor. Nothing is wasted! Thank you again 

and watch for next year’s menu in late spring. 
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“Peace in all times in all ways” 

 (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

Christians are called as Christ’s people to be GOD’s 

peacemakers. Your support of the Peace and 

Global Witness Offering furthers the work of the 

Presbyterian Church peacemaking mission to 

support the local and national work of peace and 

reconciliation of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Also, promotion of peace practices through the 

advancement of global church partnerships. 

Working together through Christ, we can help 

make our world more peaceful and just.  

Our congregation is encouraged to keep 25 percent 

of its Peace and Global Witness offering receipts to 

support its own peacemaking work. 

Despite the ways violence and division mire our 

world, we still claim a God who spreads a table in 

the wilderness, and invites all people and all 

nations to come and dine. The offering will be 

received in worship on World Communion 

Sunday, October 7. 

Remember, peace begins with us and our generous 

gifts work to support the peacemaking initiatives of 

Presbyterian Mission. Celebrate Christ our Peace. 

- Mission Team 

PROJECT of EASTON – Thanks to all who have 

remained faithful in their giving to the ProJeCt 

Food Pantry through the summer months on the 

first Sunday of each month. Thanks to your 

generosity we delivered 107 pounds of pasta items 

in July and 124 pounds in August! Our next 

opportunity to donate either boxed, canned or 

microwave pasta will be Sunday, September 2. 

Canned pasta is greatly appreciated by the 

homeless and microwaveable pasta is appreciated 

by those who only have a microwave for cooking. 

Please help us meet our goal of at least 70 pounds 

per month. “For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat …” (Matthew 25:35) 

 

“Cover The Piggies” Shoe Drive 
 

UPDATE – We collected 15 pairs of sneakers/shoes 

for this program which has been sponsored by the 

First United Church of Christ on Third Street for 

many years! Our thanks go out to all of you who 

were able to support this cause. Shoe distribution 

took place on August 18. Nearly 200 children 

received new sneakers for the first day of school. 

The children and their families were treated to 

breakfast cooked by the church members and they 

were also given school supplies which had been 

collected by local businesses and organizations. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS First Presbyterian Church has 

a prayer list which is updated and printed weekly. 

Prayer lists are available on Sunday morning on the 

back table in the sanctuary, or on the Deacons' 

information table in Legacy Hall. You may also 

receive this prayer list weekly by email. Call the 

Church Office to have a name added to the list. 

Names will be automatically removed after six 

weeks unless the office is notified otherwise.  

Cash For Causes We participate in the Giant 

Food Stores “Cash for Causes” gift card program. 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations. We also have Shop Rite gift cards 

in $50 and $100 denominations. You can buy them 

on Sunday during Coffee Hour in Legacy Hall, or 

during the week from Nancy Penman in the church 

office.  Pay with cash or by check made out to the 

church with “gift card” in the memo line. The 

church earns 5%. Let’s all participate!  

Sanctuary Flowers - The 2017 Flower Chart is 

posted in Legacy Hall. To sponsor flowers, sign the 

chart or call the church office. For two 

arrangements the cost is $35 or more depending 

on the size of the arrangement. We will take care 

of placing an order with our florist, Bloomies, and 

the florist will bill you directly. The flowers enhance 

the beauty of our worship and are then delivered 

by the Deacons to the sick and shut-ins.  



 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for the 

October Soundings is Monday, September 17. 

Articles may be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org.  

WE’RE CONNECTED – The links to the church’s 
social media pages are:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/fpceaston or @fpceaston 
These links are also on the church website: 
www.eastonfpc.org 
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