
  

SOUNDINGS – October 2018 

I no longer have a garden.  I have some herbs and patio tomatoes all up on my deck 
away from the deer that think anything that grows out in my yard is for them.  If it 
weren’t for farmer’s markets and farm stands, I would forget this is a season of 
harvest.  But it is.  

The leaves on the trees haven’t quite turned to their beautiful Autumn colors.  
Trees are still full of green leaves - some are just brushed with some gold.  The days 
haven’t grown too dark, but the last few nights are cool enough for sweater shirts.  

It’s a sweet spot between growing and sleeping, between long days and long nights.  These in-between times 
are holy times to take stock of life and to celebrate the gifts of Harvest. 

Harvest is a season of plenty, abundance, fullness.  Scripture is filled with themes about harvest times.  Jesus 
called God, the Lord of the Harvest (Matthew 9:38).  The riches and abundance of God’s blessings to us are 
both material and spiritual.  When we take the time to look at our harvest—all the ways which God supports 
and sustains us—how can we not feel blessed?  Here at First Presbyterian Church of Easton and each of us 
individually can be confident in the generosity of the Lord of the Harvest. 

  Walt Whitman offers a “Carol of Harvest” in his famous Leaves of Grass. 

  Loud, O my throat, and clear, O soul!  
  The season of thanks, and the voice of full-yielding;  
  The chant of joy and power for boundless fertility. 

Times of Harvest remind us that God provides—not without our hard work and input—but God provides.  So 
often today people live their lives from a place and a perspective of scarcity or fear. I invite you to adopt a 
harvest mentality for your living.  Look with joy and Thanksgiving at your life now and your life in the future – 
because you can trust in the Lord of the Harvest.  

Of course, having a bountiful harvest means great opportunities for feasting!!  I so am looking forward to our 
Kenyan Dinner on October 13th when I can feast with you.  This year we intend to direct some of the bounty 
of this event not only to support this church but to share with neighbors in Kenya.  Look out for more 
information about this in the future. 

May you enjoy the changing of seasons and take every chance to give praise to God for the gift of life. 

Your Pastor, 

Stefanie 
     

 

 
 
 



FELLOWSHIP AND GROWTH 
 

 

2 Sue Pappas 

3 Rich Linnell, Gail Owens   

4 Susan Mackay  

5 Ginny Ogden 

7 Gary Lehman, Carol Schroeher 

8 George Owens 

13 Kim Rausch 

18 Patricia Stanek 

19 Sarah Moki 

20 Judith Sample 

26 Betty Minnich 

27 John Heinsohn, Shirley Keller 

29 B.J. Evans 

30  Dahlia Opthof-Cordaro 

31 Kathleen Ramey 

 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on Monday, 

October 8, (Note change of date) at 1:00 p.m. in 

the Brainerd Gathering Area. Everyone is welcome 

to join the group and be a part of this mission of 

helping others. Contact Judy Jacobs, 610-984-3740, 

for more information. 

THE BOOK CLUB On September 17, the Book Club  

discussed the book Circling the Sun with mixed 

feelings about the book. On Monday, October 15  

the group will meet in the Millheim Room at 1:00 

p.m. to discuss Before We Were Yours by Lisa 

Wingate. In November they will read and discuss 

The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarity. You are 

welcome to join the group even if you have not 

read the book and bring a friend. Contact Nancy 

Pruitt, 610-258-1677 for more information.  

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to Ruby Tuesdays, 

2102 Emrick Blvd., Bethlehem, on Sunday, October 

21. All are welcome. For information about the 

Brunch Bunch, contact Ruthann Arras at 315-870-

0200 or ruthann.arras@gmail.com. 

 

A warm, heartfelt THANK YOU to my First 

Presbyterian Church family for the birthday wishes, 

hugs, cards and wonderful celebration on 

September 9! It’s a memory that I’ll hold in my 

heart forever. I’m truly blessed to be a member of 

this fine congregation.  

Lots of love, 

Naomi 

SHARING AND SERVICE 

 
“Peace in all times in all ways” 

 (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

Your support of the Peace and Global Witness 

Offering furthers the work of the Presbyterian 

Church peacemaking mission to support the local 

and national work of peace and reconciliation of 

the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Working together 

through Christ, we can help make our world more 

peaceful and just.  

Our congregation is encouraged to keep 25 percent 

of its Peace and Global Witness offering receipts to 

support its own peacemaking work. 

Despite the ways violence and division mire our 

world, we still claim a God who spreads a table in 

the wilderness, and invites all people and all 

nations to come and dine. The offering will be 

received in worship on World Communion 

Sunday, October 7. 

 

SAFE HARBOR DINNERS - First Presbyterian 

Church provides dinners the first Monday of the 

month to approximately 36 residents of Safe 

Harbor, our local shelter for homeless men and 

women.  The sign-up sheet for August 2018 

through July 2019 is posted on the Mission bulletin 
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board near the water fountain. Many dates from 

October 1, 2018 to July 1, 2019 are open. Church 

teams, groups or individuals are encouraged to sign 

up. If you haven’t helped in the past, this is your 

opportunity. Questions, call Nancy Udut, 610-253-

5455. 

CROP Walk – This year’s annual Easton Area CROP 

Hunger Walk is on Sunday, October 14.  

Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, Fourth & Ferry Streets, Easton.  

The walk begins at 1:30 p.m. and there will be both 

1K and 5K routes. 25 percent of monies raised will 

support local hunger ministries through the Easton 

Hunger Coalition and 75% will bless hungry folks 

around the world. Sign-up information is on the 

table in Legacy Hall. 

PROJECT of EASTON – The ProJeCt Food Pantry 

serves over 500 families each month. Many 

churches in Easton collect non-perishable food 

donations for the pantry. Our church has been 

designated the “Pasta Church.” We bring our pasta 

donations to the chancel on the first Sunday of 

each month. Our thanks to all who have remained 

faithful in their giving to the ProJeCt Food Pantry 

through the summer months. Thanks to your 

generosity we delivered 128 pounds of pasta items 

in September! Our next opportunity to donate 

either boxed, canned or microwave pasta will be 

Sunday, October 7. Canned pasta is greatly 

appreciated by the homeless and microwaveable 

pasta is appreciated by those who only have a 

microwave for cooking. Please help us meet our 

goal of at least 75 pounds per month. “A generous 

man will himself be blessed for he shares his food 

with the poor.”  (Proverbs 22:9) 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS First Presbyterian Church has 

a prayer list which is updated and printed weekly. 

Prayer lists are available on Sunday morning on the 

back table in the sanctuary, or on the Deacons' 

information table in Legacy Hall. You may also 

receive this prayer list weekly by email. Call the 

Church Office to have a name added to the list. 

Names will be automatically removed after six 

weeks unless the office is notified otherwise.  

Cash For Causes We participate in the Giant 

Food Stores “Cash for Causes” gift card program. 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations. We also have Shop Rite gift cards 

in $50 and $100 denominations. You can buy them 

on Sunday during Coffee Hour in Legacy Hall, or 

during the week from Nancy Penman in the church 

office.  Pay with cash or by check made out to the 

church with “gift card” in the memo line. The 

church earns 5%. Let’s all participate!  

SCRIP Program The "Scrip" gift card program allows 

you to order gift cards for many merchants in the 

area, and the church will receive a contribution for 

every card sold. You may place orders on Sunday 

mornings during coffee hour in Legacy Hall - either 

see Lavona Baatz, or stop by the Giant gift card 

table.  

Sanctuary Flowers - The 2018 Flower Chart is 

posted in Legacy Hall. To sponsor flowers, sign the 

chart or call the church office. For two 

arrangements the cost is $35 or more depending 

on the size of the arrangement. We will take care 

of placing an order with our florist, Bloomies, and 

the florist will bill you directly. The flowers enhance 

the beauty of our worship and are then delivered 

by the Deacons to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE The accounting firm of 

Campbell, Rappold and Urasits recently completed 

a full audit of the church’s finances for 2017. 

Copies of the audit are available for review in the 

church office. Our systems of security and 

accountability are working to ensure that all 

pledges and donations are protected and handled 

properly.  For 2018’s finances, we will have a 

review by Campbell, Rappold and Urasits and 

possibly a second review by graduate students in 

the accounting program at DeSales University.  



 

 

 

Kenyan Dinner 
Saturday,  

October 13  

4:30 – 7:00 PM       Eat In or Take Out  

Adults  $20       Students $10 

Enjoy a sampling of authentic 

Kenyan specialties: 

Samosas (savory appetizers), Pili-Pili (hot sauce) 

Kachumbari (chopped salad), Chapatti (flatbread) 

Basmati rice 

Cardamom Chicken (sautéed chicken breast) 

Ugali (corn meal mush)  

Coconut Ndengu (green peas and coconut milk) 

Sukuma Wiki (sautéed collard greens) 

Dessert: Mandazi (Kenyan donuts) and Ice Cream 

Kenyan Coffee (Kahawa#1) and  

Chai Masala (ginger tea with spices) 

Reservations and Tickets  

Contact: Connie at 610-252-2924 or 

(tandccain@verizon.net) 

Website:  www.eastonfpc.com        

 Phone:  610-253-3579          

Email: office@eastonfpc.org 

 

 

 
I can’t thank you all enough for helping make this 
year’s street festival the best yet. We were blessed 
with great weather and our spirit was clearly visible 
as we worshipped together with Genesis and as we 
went out into the street and shared that spirit with 
the neighborhood. There are so many people to 
thank: 

Pastor Stefanie – for being our cheerleader and 
keeping us focused on the future. And for “loaning” 
us her husband to entertain us with his singing and 
playing.  

Gail Owens – What a fantastic spread of food. You 
worked tirelessly to plan, shop, cook and direct a 
dedicated kitchen crew*. You are a whirlwind of 
energy! 

Noralee Manzek – As you keep reminding me, 
you’re “not in charge of anything”, but you can’t 
keep a natural-born leader down. Thanks for 
helping in so many areas and for handling our on-
site health inspection in the middle of everything 
with aplomb.  

Kevin Joshua – You brought us the “muscle” we 
needed to do the heavy lifting.  And you kept it all 
organized and under control. 

Art Charlton – Thanks for arranging for Big Easy Easton 

Brass and to you and Jacob Van Norman for being a 

huge part of the ensemble. 

Tim and Connie Cain – You are the grillmasters! 
Despite a setback with the grill, you and the 
kitchen crew got us back on track by preparing 200 
hotdogs that were all eaten with gusto.  So sorry 
you couldn’t do it outside but were stuck in the 
kitchen. 

Pat Stanek – Great job with organizing and setting 
up the book table with helpers Darcel Bridges, 
Phyllis Finger and Fran Dean. I don’t know how 
many books we actually sold, but it was a good 
conversation starter and some children went home 
with free books, games and puzzles. 
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Julie DeMotte and Susan Charlton – You kept the 
children joyfully entertained and safe. 

Nancy Udut and Joe Manzek – What a wonderful 
job displaying the many missions we support and 
offering information. 

Shirley Heinsohn – In addition to being a dedicated 
member of the kitchen crew, you are now officially 
the “Popcorn Queen”. Best popcorn ever! 

Pat Koefoed – Also a kitchen crew member, you 
were our balloon lady, adding color to the event. 

Rich Linnell – Banner man, balloon helper and all-
around tech helper. 

Jay Koch – What a dedicated helper wherever 
needed.  You were already at  church raking leaves 
and cleaning the sidewalks when I arrived at 8:30 
am.  

Wanda Joshua – One of our best ambassadors, you 
were on the serving line for the whole event, 
greeting everyone with a smile. 

Nancy Pruitt – You contacted the major super-
markets to get donations for food and supplies, 
and we received the most ever. 

Carol and Bill Schroeher – You helped get the word 
out by hand delivering invitations, and Carol, you 
were tireless on the serving line and in the kitchen. 

Carl and Luke McGloughlin – You were the most 
energetic servers of brownies and ice cream.  Luke, 
you have a future in sales! 

Gloria Snyder – Thanks for your lovely 
accompaniment. And Rodney Bridges, thanks for 
your powerful and inspiring voice. We’ve missed 
you! 

Maggie Muthoka – You brought a little bit of Kenya 
to our All-American Barbecue with your delicious 
kuchambari. 

Kim Rausch – You got the word out via social 
media. Thanks for the posts and the pictures and 
keeping everything up-to-date. 

Jerry Cirka and Michael Muthoka – You came early 
and stayed late helping with anything we asked of 
you, including a lot of heavy lifting! 

The Shawl Ministry and Elizabeth Campbell - 
Thanks for the pretty “Yarn Bombing” of our 
garden fence. You can never have enough flowers. 

*The Kitchen Crew – Good food and fellowship go 
hand in hand. This was the first year we prepared 
all the food in our kitchen, and what a wonderful 
spread it was.  In addition to those mentioned 
above, thanks to Ruthann Arras, Shirley Van 
Norman, Jim Van Norman, Joe Manzek. 

Nancy Penman – for managing all the extra work 

the event generated. You are always so calm, 

composed and competent. 

And to Genesis Church – Pastor Miriam, you are a 

delight. Faustino, you’re always ready with a smile 

and energetic helping hands. Thank you all for 

participating in the joint service and for bringing 

your gifted singer, powerful and joyous voices and 

use of the sound system and tech support. 

I truly hope I didn’t forget anyone, but with my 
memory, it’s very possible so please forgive me. 
Thanks to everyone who helped and everyone that 
came and joined the celebration! It was a real 
community of faith effort and a joyous event.  

God bless you all!    
Susan Mackay 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for the 

November Soundings is Monday, October 22. 

Articles may be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org.  

WE’RE CONNECTED – The links to the church’s 
social media pages are:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/fpceaston or @fpceaston 
These links are also on the church website: 
www.eastonfpc.org 
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CHECKS? 

Many of us don’t write checks anymore to pay our monthly budgeted items such as utilities, mortgage or rent, 

car loan or credit card payments. So, why not consider switching your pledge payments to automatic 

(recurring) payments through your bank? It’s free for you and free for the church. It’s one less thing to 

remember, and it helps our church handle its financial obligations more easily, knowing what income we’ll 

have each month to pay bills.   

Here are some examples: 

 

Annual Operating Fund Pledge Monthly Amt to set up 

$300.00 $25.00 

$600.00 $50.00 

$1,000.00 $83.33 

$1,500.00 $125.00 

$2,500.00 $208.33 

  

And, if you pledge to the operating fund AND the capital campaign, there is no need to send two separate 

payments.  Just put the amounts (or percentage) you are paying to each pledge in the memo line. The 

counters will handle the rest. Here are some examples: 

 

Annual Operating 
Fund Pledge 

Annual Capital 
Fund Pledge 

Total Monthly amount 
to set up 

Memo Line 

$300.00 $100.00 $400.00 $33.33 $25 Op/$8.33 Cap 

$600.00 $300.00 $900.00 $75.00 $50 Op/$25 Cap 

$900.00 $600.00 $1,500.00 $125.00 $75 Op/$50 Cap 

$1,200.00 900.00 $2,100.00 $175.00 $100.00 Op/$75 Cap 

$2,500.00 $1,200.00 $3,700.00 $308.33 $208.33 Op/$100 Cap 

 

If you’d like to set this up but have questions, please talk to anyone on the Stewardship Team - Bill Schroeher, 

Charlie Young Susan Mackay or Rich Linnell. 

 

 

 

 


