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Frozen Chosen is a nickname I have heard given to Presbyterians. 

The “chosen” part may come from the fact that Presbyterians are associated with concept of Pre-destination.  I 
could write a whole newsletter on the history and varying thoughts around this teaching about faith and 
salvation.  But let’s just say that I have known zero Presbyterians today who are overly concerned with the idea 
of Predestination. What our tradition has always held is the belief that God is the source of all things—even our 
faith.  In that sense God chooses us before we choose God.  But even our founding Theologian John Calvin 
would rush to tell us that we cannot know the will and wisdom of God, so how and to whom exactly God 
offers faith is a mystery. We trust God’s goodness in the process of giving faith, grace and salvation justly and 
generously. 

But I wanted to focus on the “frozen” part of the nickname Frozen Chosen.  Let me give it to you straight: 
Presbyterians have a reputation for being stiff and reserved. We aren’t known for our joy. This is especially true 
of the perspective on our worship style.  In other word’s we aren’t thought of as having a lot of “Spirit”.

So, I had to laugh when recently I spoke to someone who grew up in a non-Presbyterian church.  She wanted 
me to know about the first Presbyterian worship service she had just attended.  She was in “culture shock” 
when she entered the sanctuary and saw everyone chatting and greeting each other.  In her home church 
people sat quietly until the service started. A person sitting in front of my friend had recently had a death in the 
family and she said:  “Everyone was coming up to him and giving him hugs and offering to bring him food”.  Then 
during the passing of the peace, she didn’t know what to do when people left their pews to welcome her, AND 
someone asked her if they could offer her a hug!  So much for stiff and reserved!  

Scripture tells us that God’s Spirit is active among us today.  The life and energy of the Spirit of God is truly at 
work in our congregation here in Easton. The warmth we feel and show for each other and for new faces, 
reflects God’s Spirit.  Our love of all kinds of music in worship, reflects God’s Spirit.  Our active commitment to 
Mission and Community engagement—this is God’s Spirit stirring through our faith. God’s Spirit moves in many 
different ways and differently among different people.  Some people feel God’s Spirit in quiet reflective moments 
and other when they raise their hands and shout “Alleluia”.  And there is a lot of room for the Spirit to joyful 
move us in many different ways.  The warmth of God’s Spirit is undeniable in our church.  I look forward to 
marking Pentecost with you on June 9th, when new officers will be installed, a new member welcomed and a 
dove kite will fly over the congregation (guided by Luke) to remind us that the Spirit is with us, now and always.      

Your Pastor, Stefanie
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CONGRATULATIONS!
NEWLY ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS
We celebrate newly elected church officers:  Travis Barrow, Shirley Keller and David Shoemaker. They join 
Elders: Victoria Opthof-Cordaro, Anthony Moki, Susan Mackay, Art Charlton, Bill Bartlett.  Pat Koefoed was 
elected to her second term. Much thanks to Elders going off Session: Nancy Pruitt, Bill Schroeher and Pat 
Stanek.

We welcome newly elected deacons: Lois Shoemaker, Peg Opthof, Peter Becker.  They join deacons: Elizabeth-
Carol Akpor-Mensah, Ruthann Arras,  Susan Charlton, Candy Gulotta, Mercy Mbevi, Ginny Ogden, Gail Owens 
and Al Rutherford. And our thanks to deacons going off the board: Shirley Keller, Jim Middendorf, Lavona Baatz, 
and Carol Schroeher.

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLATION will be celebrated on June 9th in worship.

CHOIRS The chancel Choir is on summer break as of June 9th. Our Handbell Choir will have their  last 
rehearsal on June 12th and their last worship service on June 16th will include playing the Doxology. 

ORDINATION: Our church has sponsored Christine Potter-Kass as she has made her way through the 
ordination process.  It is with gladness that we share she has received a call.  She will be ordained as Minister of 
Word and Sacrament at First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua on Sunday, June 23rd at 3:00PM.  The FPCE 
Session would like to give Christy a special gift: a robe.  We are asking members who would like to contribute 
toward this gift to make out a check to First Presbyterian Church of Easton and make a note in the memo for 
“Christy’s gift”.  Any amount is appreciated. Pat Koefoed is the Session’s liaison to Christy and can answer 
questions about the installation service and/or our gift to her.

FELLOWSHIP
BRUNCH BUNCH will be going to TGI Fridays on June 23 following Coffee Hour (rescheduled out a week 
due to Father’s Day). TGI Fridays is located at 4402 Southmont Way, Easton.  All are welcome!

THE BOOK CLUB will meet Monday, June 17 to discuss Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine, by Gail Honeyman.  All are invited, whether or not you have read the 
book.  Hope to see you there! Contact Nancy Pruitt, 610-258-1677 for more 
information.   

DOWNTOWN DINERS will be going to Third and Ferry Fish Market on Sunday June 9th after Worship. 
All are welcome to join this fellowship group that meets for lunch after church one Sunday every other month. 
Contact Pat Stanek, 610-217-9738 or Susan Mackay, 908-507-2621, for more information.  

MISSION AND GIVING

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” Matthew 25:35
PASTA FOR PROJECT
Our thanks go out to all of you who have remained faithful in your giving to the ProJeCt Food Pantry on the 
first Sunday of each month.  Thanks to your generosity we delivered 131 pounds in May!  Our next 
opportunity to donate either boxed, canned or microwaveable pasta will be on June2. Canned pasta is greatly 
appreciated by those who are homeless.  There is also a need for microwaveable pasta for those living in low 
cost housing with only a microwave for cooking.  Please help us meet our goal of at least 75 pounds per 
month.  



FAMILY PROMISE:  New Mission Project
Bill and Carol Schroeher recently attended the Family Promise of Warren 
County information program at Pilgrim Presbyterian Church in 
Phillipsburg. This organization was founded in NJ but has chapters 
throughout the country and was formerly known as the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network. The network closest to us is in New Jersey. The 
Warren County Family Promise Headquarters and Day Center, located 
in Oxford, NJ, helps homeless families regain their independence by providing counseling, social services and 
transportation.
 While programs are provided for the families at the day center, churches act as hosts for these families by 
providing dinner and overnight accommodations, usually for a week at a time.  In order to accomplish this 
successfully, churches need to enlist volunteers to help daily during their assigned week.  Since it is sometimes 
difficult to recruit enough volunteers, we would like to act as a “support congregation” by helping out with 2 
meals and 2 overnights at Pilgrim Presbyterian Church, as needed.  Please let Carol Schroeher, Nancy Udut, Joe 
Manzek or Pat Koefoed know if you would be willing to help out to support this cause.  
Thank you very much, to all who are offering support this week to this worthy cause!

HIGHMARK WALK 
Thanks to the “First Pres. Walkers” who walked to raise funds for ProJeCt of Easton, on Saturday, June 1 at 
DeSales University in Center Valley, PA.  If you have pledge support or wish to do so, checks can be made 
payable to ProJeCt with “First Pres Walkers” on the memo line.  Contact Joe Manzek (610-868-9521) or Carol 
Schroeher (610-829-0061) for information.

NEW:  PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING
“God, from my youth, you have taught me.”   --Psalm 71:17

Our congregation is joining the broader Presbyterian church in building individual lives 
of faith.  Your gifts to this particular Special Offering supports the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency in their efforts to minister with and to young adults, youth and children at risk.
The Presbyterian Pentecost Offering specifically supports three areas.  The first is the 
Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) program, which allows young adults to serve in Mission 
setting in communities around the world.  The agency is also devoted to children at risk 
and emphases improving education and providing safe havens. And also it funds church-
wide ministries which connect youth and young adults to the church.
THE 2019 PENTECOST OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED AND 
DEDICATED IN WORSHIP ON PENTECOST SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019. 
OFFERING ENVELOPES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE PEWS.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUMMER YOUTH READERS
  If you are a young reader (under 18 years of age) and would like to read in worship this summer, please sign 
your name in the YOUTH READER folder at the back of the sanctuary.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
GREAT DOWNTOWN EASTON VBS!

At ROAR Vacation Bible School, kids discover that even when life is wild, God is Good! Each night they 
experience meaningful relationship building through adventurous Bible lessons, fun crafts, exciting games, and 
interactive cinema sessions.   



All Are Welcome for ROAR Vacation Bible School at St. Johns!
Where- St. John’s Church,

330 Ferry Str. Easton

When - July 15th-19th, 2019

Times - 5:00pm – 8:00pm  (Dinner & Registration from 
5-5:30pm)

Registration forms are available online at: https://vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnsroar2019
For more information contact- Vicar Danielle Bosdell, phone# (610)-258-6119  or email: 
vicarstjohnseaston@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPING
Here are reminders on some policies and procedure, while Nancy our administrator is out of the office.

COMMUNICATION: You can still e-mail and call the office. Our pastor Stefanie and a handful of 
(wonderful) volunteers are checking email and messages.  The office email is office@eastonfpc.org 

BUILDING USE: If you are using a church room for a team meeting (that’s not already regularly scheduled) 
or want to hold a church event, please e-mail Pastor Stefanie at the church office.  Pastor Stefanie can check 
the calendar for you and if all is clear put your team meeting or church event on the calendar.  As always, the 
church building is first and foremost reserved for ministry.  When we can accommodate, space can be used by 
church members for personal functions (like a birthday party) for a small fee. If you have a non-profit, 
community-service oriented event for which you would like to use the church, please contact Rev. Muntzel, 
who will bring the building use requests to our Session.  

BULLETINS, FLYERS, SOCIAL MEDIA: If your team or group would like to promote a ministry event 
of our church, you can send information to our office email. It can be put in our bulletin, Sounding,  Facebook 
page, ect.  We even have a Community Connections team who can help you make a flyer or create the 
Facebook post!!  Soundings articles are due the last Monday of each month and can be e-mailed to the office.  
Non-profit, community events can be promoted by posting flyers on our bulletin board in the hall by our back parking lot 
door.  We do not advertise for-profit events. 

BORROWING CHURCH EQUIPMENT: If you wish to borrow something from the church building for 
church related happenings (which take place off church grounds), please leave a note in the mailbox of the 
Property Team with your request. Include your name, contact number, and the church event for which you 
need to use the equipment, chairs, etc. 

MEMBERSHIP

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

2 Bill Bartlett
3 Peg Opthof
4 Elizabeth-Carol Akpor-Mensah
5 Bill Schroeher
6 Lawrence Opthof-Cordaro
7 Madison Koch

13 Fran Dean
18 Jim Middendorf
25 Phyllis Finger
26 Cindy Koch

https://vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnsroar2019
mailto:office@eastonfpc.org


NEW MEMBER PROFILE Karla Hare has met with our Session and transferred her membership to FPCE!  
We will welcome her in worship on June 9th!   When you see Karla ( look for her in our Handbell Choir)  give 
her a warm First Presbyterian Church of Easton welcome.

Get to know Karla, in her own words:  
I was born and raised in Anacortes, Washington, a small town on an 
island in Puget Sound. After graduating from the University of Oregon, I 
studied for my Master’s degree in Speech-Language Pathology at 
Columbia University in New York City. There I met James Hare, who I 
married in 1971. After his graduation from medical school, we moved to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin for Jim’s medical residency, and ended up living in 
there for the next thirty-five years. We raised our three children in 
Mequon, a Milwaukee suburb, on Lake Michigan. I worked as a Speech-
Language Pathologist in a nearby school district, focusing on significantly 
mentally and physically challenged students ages 14 to 21.  After the 
sudden death of my husband in 2009, I moved East, to be closer to my 
children, Jordan, Nathaniel and Lauren, who all ended up living and 
working in NYC.  All my children are married, and I have 4 
grandchildren, ages 4 and under, and another on the way in July.  We are 
truly blessed.

I have been an active Presbyterian for 40 years, serving as Elder, Deacon, and wherever my skills or 
talents were needed. I now live in Glenmoor Active Adult Community in Palmer. My personal interests include 
foreign and domestic travel, quilting, reading, and keeping up on the news. You may notice me coming and going 
frequently, traveling for pleasure, visiting my family and friends, or spending time at my summer home on Cape 
Cod. I look forward to becoming part of this church family. 

PICTURE DIRECTORY:  New Picture directories are ready for pick-up!  Email our office if you would like a 
directory mailed to you.   

First Presbyterian Church of Easton 
333 Spring Garden Street, Easton  PA 18042 

Office Phone: 610-253-3579 
Email: office@eastonfpc.org 
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