
SOUNDINGS – January 2019 

 
If there is no cross in the manger, there is no Christmas. 

 

If the Babe doesn’t become the Adult, 
here is no Bethlehem star. 

 

If there is no commitment in us, 
there are no wise men searching. 

 

If we offer no cup of cold water, 
there is no gold, no frankincense, no myrrh. 

 

  If there is no praising God’s name, 
there are no angels singing. 

 

If there is no spirit of alleluia, 
there are no shepherds watching. 

 

If there is no standing up, no speaking out, no risk, 
there is no Herod, no flight into Egypt. 

 

If there is no room in our inn, then “Merry Christmas” mocks the Christ Child, 
and the Holy Family is just a holiday card, and God will loathe our feasts and festivals. 

 

For if there is no reconciliation, 
we cannot call Christ “Prince of Peace”. 

 

If there is no goodwill towards others, 
it can all be packed away in boxes for another year. 

 

If there is no forgiveness in us, 
there is no cause for celebration. 

 

                          If we cannot go even now unto Golgotha, 
                               there is no Christmas in us. 
 

 

If Christmas is not now, if Christ is not born into the everyday present, 
                          then what is all the noise about? 

 

 

 

                        Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem 

 
 
 



 

 

From the Pastor 

Dear FPCE Friends and Members, 

In 2019 I am making a resolution to visit with each of you.  If you could, would you help me  

make this goal a reality?  I’d love to meet with you in downtown Easton for coffee or come to  

your home for a cup of tea or lemonade. In January I will begin to take my calendar to fellowship hour  

to schedule these “chats”.   Then I’ll be reaching to make sure everyone who willing is scheduled.   

I look forward to getting to know you all (even better) in this my second year in ministry with you. 

 

                                                       Your Pastor,  Stefanie 

 

 

CONGREGATION CONNECTIONS 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY The Shawl Ministry has 

been so helpful to the community and others. Judy 

Jacobs has led our Shawl Ministry in 2018. She does 

excellent crocheting and teaches several of our 

church members. 

Fran Dean agreed to pack up many items to deliver 

for children on December 11. First stop was Spring 

Garden Children’s Center in Southside Easton. Two 

ladies rushed to gather our matched hats and 

scarves. They were so pleased with each outfit. The 

next stop was Lehigh Valley Children and Youth 

Center in Bethlehem. Once again the ladies sere 

thrilled with our packages! All together we have 

received and delivered about 40 items.  

Judy Jacobs suggested they knit and crochet at 

home during January and February (cold weather). 

Stop in at church to pick up more yarn or other 

supplies. The group will next meet on Monday, 

March 4, at 1:00 pm in the Brainerd Gathering 

area. Contact Judy Jacobs if you have questions, 

610-984-3740. 

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to Tommy’s Sole Mio 
Italian Grill, 204 W. Madison Street, Easton, on 
Sunday, January 20. All are welcome. For 
information about the Brunch Bunch, contact 
Ruthann Arras at 315-870-0200 or 
ruthann.arras@gmail.com. 

THE BOOK CLUB - On Monday, January 21, the 
Book Club will be discussing The Woman in Cabin 
10 by Ruth Ware. Come and join them for an 
interesting discussion. Contact Nancy Pruitt for 
more information, 610-258-1677.  

Downtown Diners - To show our love and 

support for Easton and its businesses we’ve started 
“Downtown Diners”, a fellowship group that meets 
for lunch after church one Sunday every other 
month. The next dining date is February 10.  
Contact Pat Stanek, 610-217-9738 or Susan 
Mackay, 908-507-2621, for more information.    

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Peyton Barrow 

5 Barry Fugere 

7 Guy Kass 

12 Candy Gulotta, Madeline Worley 

13 Parker Barrow 

14 Bernadette Fennimore 

19 Jacob Van Norman, Jessica Van Norman 

24  Michelle Muthoka 

25 Debbie DiCanto, David Kreidler 

27 Swain Fennimore 

 
 

 

mailto:ruthann.arras@gmail.com


 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, visits, food, 
flowers and the shawl from the Shawl Ministry 
following Connie’s shoulder injury. We are blessed 
to be part of such a caring community. 

Connie and Tim Cain 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation and Corporation of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Easton for Sunday, January 

20, 2019, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service.  The business of the meeting will 

include a presentation of the church financial 

report for 2018 and operating budget for 2019, the 

presentation of annual reports of church teams, 

and ministries. Childcare will be extended during 

the meeting so that parents can attend.  Annual 

report booklets will be available the week prior. 

ANNUAL REPORTS from Team leaders and staff are 

due in the church office by Friday, January 4. 

Reports can be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org. 

Call Nancy Penman, 610-253-3579, with questions. 

 

SHARING AND SERVICE 

 

SAVE THE DATE - Not much of a football fan?  This 

year we are making Super Bowl Sunday a day for 

everyone.   On Feb 3rd, the congregation is asked 

to donate bowls and silverware to Safe Harbor.  To 

encourage your spirit of giving, please join the 

Mission Team for a yummy soup lunch after 

worship. We are calling this event- a Souper Bowl 

of Sharing!  Please look for more information soon.  

 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY AT SAFE HARBOR 

This winter FPCE can support the Warming Center 

at Safe Harbor with “hands on” time.  The Center 

will be open from December 1-March 31, Sat-Wed, 

8pm-7am to accommodate people with no place to 

keep warm. A snacks/light meal and hot beverages 

will be provided by Safe Harbor.  

Mission Team met with Jeff Poch, Director of the 

Safe Harbor shelter, and asked how we could help.  

Our answer:  visit the Warming Center and spend 

time talking, listening, playing games or cards with 

the “guests”.  Also, homemade cookies, brownies, 

etc. would always be welcomed. 

Mission Team will be posting a signup sheet on the 

Mission Bulletin Board in Legacy Hall, which will 

have a Mission Team Contact person’s phone no. 

and email.  The contact person will notify Safe 

Harbor of your upcoming visit.  We suggest an hour 

to two hours for a visit.  There normally are 10-15 

guests who have come in from the cold. If you have 

a question please contact the church office and 

speak with Rev. Stefanie Muntzel. 
 

PROJECT of EASTON –Our thanks go out to all of 
you who have remained faithful in your giving to 
the ProJeCt Food Pantry on the first Sunday of Each 
month throughout 2018. Thanks to your generosity 
we delivered close to 1200 pounds of pasta! Our 
next opportunity to donate either boxed, canned 
or microwave pasta will be Sunday, January 6. 
Canned pasta is greatly appreciated by the 
homeless and microwaveable pasta is appreciated 
by those who only have a microwave for cooking. 
Please help us meet our goal of at least 75 pounds 
per month. “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat….”  (Matthew 25:35) 
 
SAFE HARBOR DINNERS –First Presbyterian Church 
provides dinners the first Monday of the month. 
2019 dates are still available! Our Mission bulletin 
board is moving to Legacy Hall and that is where 
you’ll find the sign-up sheet. If you aren’t able to 
do a complete dinner but would like to be a part 
this mission, contact Nancy Udut, 610-253-5455 or 
naomiudut@ymail.com. 
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PAYING OUR FAIR SHARE – All members of our 

church are encouraged to find the envelope in the 

front of your box of offering envelopes marked per 

capita and use it to pay the per capita assessment 

which funds the operations of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.).  Alternatively mark “per capita” on 

the memo line of your check. Either a check or your 

envelope can be sent to the church office or put in 

the offering plate.  The 2019 per capita amount is 

$36.00.  Our church has received much support 

from the broader Presbyterian community.  Your 

yearly contribution helps this church do its part in 

making the local Presbytery and Presbyterian 

Church (USA) nationally a denomination which 

supports other congregations like ours.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS First Presbyterian Church has 

a prayer list which is updated and printed weekly. 

Prayer lists are available on Sunday morning on the 

back table in the sanctuary, or on the Deacons' 

information table in Legacy Hall. You may also 

receive this prayer list weekly by email. Call the 

Church Office to have a name added to the list. 

Names will be automatically removed after six 

weeks unless the office is notified otherwise.  

Cash For Causes We participate in the Giant 

Food Stores “Cash for Causes” gift card program. 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations. We also have Shop Rite gift cards 

in $50 and $100 denominations. You can buy them 

on Sunday during Coffee Hour in Legacy Hall, or 

during the week from Nancy Penman in the church 

office.  Pay with cash or by check made out to the 

church with “gift card” in the memo line.  

SCRIP Program The "Scrip" gift card program allows 

you to order gift cards for many merchants in the 

area, and the church will receive a contribution for 

every card sold. You may place orders on Sunday 

mornings during coffee hour in Legacy Hall - either 

see Lavona Baatz, or stop by the Giant gift card 

table.  

Sanctuary Flowers - The 2019 Flower Chart is 

posted in Legacy Hall. To sponsor flowers, sign the 

chart or call the church office. For two 

arrangements the cost is $40 or more depending 

on the size of the arrangement. We will take care 

of placing an order with our florist, Bloomies, and 

the florist will bill you directly. The flowers enhance 

the beauty of our worship and are then delivered 

by the Deacons to the sick and shut-ins.  
 

THANKS to every friend and member who helped 

make Advent and Christmas a meaningful season 

here at First Presbyterian Church of Easton: to 

those who set up decorations, to those who 

worked with our youth and children on their 

pageant; to those who worked to invite more 

visitors to worship, 

to those who 

offered hospitality 

and delicious food; 

to those who 

offered cheer 

through time or 

gifts; to those who 

sang and read and played… Thank you! 
 

 

SNOW CANCELATION 
First Presbyterian Church of Easton is registered 

with WFMZ Channel 69 and weather related church 

activity cancellation/postponement information 

will both run across the bottom of your television 

screen and appear on-line at WFMZ.com.  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for the 

February Soundings is Monday, January 15. Articles 

may be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org.  

WE’RE CONNECTED  
The links to the church’s social media pages are:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/fpceaston or @fpceaston 
These links are also on the church website: 
www.eastonfpc.org
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