
SOUNDINGS – February 2019 

 

I suppose I will wade into the territory of poets and ask the question:  What is Love?   One could argue there 

are different kinds of love, for example, romantic love or familial love.  But even with that in mind, folks today 

use the term very liberally. People are quick to say:  I “love” broccoli; or  I “love” Schnauzer dogs; or I love 

______(you fill in the blank).  But we also say earnestly that we love our family and our country.  Love is not 

just a feeling of attraction or affection. Certainly, the bond and sense of connection I have for my son is not 

“just” a feeling. Love is something real, a state of relationship as much as a feeling. 

As people of faith, we proclaim that God loves us.  Does God love us like we love coffee or like we love our 

family?  In the book of 1 John you will find the words: “God is love.  Anyone who lives faithfully in love also 

lives faithfully in God, and God lives in them.  . .  We love because God has first loved us.”  I believe God’s love 

to be the unending, unbreakable love which transcends and surpasses all the fleeting and hard won ways 

humans love.  

I may not be able to define what love is, but I know it.  I recognize love because I have been loved. My parents 

introduced me to love. Dear friends help me to trust love.  My husband partners with me on sustaining love.  

And as a child and even as an awkward teen I also knew love from the community of people I called “my 

Church”.   Love is a powerful and mysterious gift and surely it comes from God.  

When you walk into the local grocery or drug store this month you will see the telltale signs that Valentine’s 

Day is coming.  There will be red hearts and cupids all over- if they aren’t already. While some may condemn 

this commercialized, Hallmark holiday, I’m ok with it.  I welcome any chance for the world to look to love, in 

any form, just a little bit more.  I welcome everyone saying “I love you” to people who matter to us.  There are 

worse things. 

Love is life affirming.  Love is energizing.  Love is dynamic and catching.  This month won’t you join me in 

wondering about love; won’t you join me in trying to nurture love- love of self, love of neighbor, love for 

community and…  love of God.  

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 

have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”   1 Corinthians 13: 1-2 

Your pastor, 

Stefanie 

 

 
 



CONGREGATION CONNECTIONS 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY is taking a winter break and 

will next meet on Monday, March 4, 1:00 pm in 

the Brainerd Gathering area. Stop in at church to 

pick up more yarn or other supplies Contact Judy 

Jacobs if you have questions, 610-984-3740. 

Downtown Diners - To show our love and 

support for Easton and its businesses we’ve started 
“Downtown Diners”, a fellowship group that meets 
for lunch after church one Sunday every other 
month. On Sunday, February 10, they will be dining 
at Sette Luna, 219 Ferry Street, Easton. All are 
welcome to join this fellowship group that meets 
for lunch after church one Sunday every other 
month. Contact Pat Stanek, 610-217-9738 or Susan 
Mackay, 908-507-2621, for more information.   

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to Carrabba’s 
Restaurant, 2471 Park Avenue, Easton, on Sunday, 
February 17. All are welcome. For information 
about the Brunch Bunch, contact Ruthann Arras at 
315-870-0200 or ruthann.arras@gmail.com. 

THE BOOK CLUB – The next Book Club meeting will 
be Monday, February 25, at 1:00 p.m. They are 
delaying it one week so everyone can celebrate 
Presidents’ Day. The group will be discussing The 
Woman Who Smashed Code by Jason Fagone. If 
anyone has a copy of the book and is willing to 
share it, please let Nancy Pruitt know.   

All are welcome to join the Book Club for an 
interesting discussion, even if you have not read 
the book. Contact Nancy Pruitt for more 
information, 610-258-1677.  
 

 
1 Larry Opthof 

8 Lavona Baatz 

10 Lindsey Chadbourn, Emerson Chadbourn 

11 Anthony Moki 

19 Matthew Bartlett 

20 Fred Hubscher 

25  Stefanie Muntzel 

26 Anne D’Alberto 

SHARING AND SERVICE 

 

Join us this Sunday, February 3, following worship 

for the “Souper Bowl of Sharing”. Mission Team is 

is hosting a soup and bread lunch to benefit Safe 

Harbor of Easton. Please bring donations of 

silverware (reusable or plastic), bowls (reusable, 

stackable and non-breakable), paper plates or cans 

of soup. Donations can be brought to the event or 

placed in the box in the lobby by the church office.   

 

FLOWER CANS NEEDED – The Board of Deacons is 

requesting donations of 46 oz. cans (the size of 

large juice cans) for use in transporting church 

flowers to our at-home or hospitalized church 

friends. The cans must be clean, with one end and 

the label removed if possible. Cans can be left in 

the service kitchen (next to the sanctuary). Also, if 

you have or know of someone who has a covered 

can already from a flower delivery, please return it 

to the church so we can use it again. Contact Susan 

Charlton for pick up (610-253-5658). 
 

 

OUR SUCCESS STORIES ARE BECAUSE OF YOU! 
 
Safe Harbor had an incredible 2018 thanks to you! 
We provided over 14,000 nights of shelter in our 
ARISE program, reduced program recidivism by 
87% since 2015, and served over 120 unduplicated 
individuals in our emergency winter sheltering 
program. 
 

Other highlights include securing the funds and 
space to add ten female shelter beds in Spring of 
2019. Safe Harbor and its staff are working hard to 
meet the rising need for shelter in our community. 
We continue to invest in our current staff and our 
residents with 51% of our salaries and benefits in 
2018 paid to employees who were formerly 
residents of our shelter program. We hope you 
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enjoy the following story of success from a 
resident, and thank you for helping to make this 
possible! 
 

Sarah Massaro 
Director of Development | Safe Harbor Easton 
 

Former Homeless Day Program Participant Seeks 
Change - This year, we had the privilege of bringing 
a formerly consistent member of our day program 
into our shelter program. This gentleman had lived 
both outside and with friends off and on for years. 
He was always a huge help in our day program, 
cleaning and helping with donations whenever he 
could. This man never had one behavioral issue and 
was always polite to staff, but he was never 
interested in seeking shelter. He spent the last 2 
winters in our warming center. In September, out 
of the blue, this gentleman finally asked us for a 
shelter bed. He promptly found a job and has been 
working hard ever since. He does what he needs to 
do, meets with his case manager, helps around the 
house and saves his money. He is a model resident. 
We still don't know what prompted his sudden 
change of heart, but we are so grateful for it. His 
transformation reaffirmed our belief in the 
importance in running our day program alongside 
our shelter program. It allows individuals to get to 
know our staff in hopes that, when their moment 
of change comes, we are waiting with a familiar 
face and an open door. 
 

 
PROJECT of EASTON – Our thanks go out to all of 
you who have remained faithful in your giving to 
the ProJeCt Food Pantry on the first Sunday of Each 
month. Thanks to your generosity we delivered  
126 pounds in January. Our next opportunity to 
donate either boxed, canned or microwave pasta 
will be Sunday, February 3. Canned pasta is greatly 
appreciated by the homeless and microwaveable 
pasta is appreciated by those who only have a 
microwave for cooking. Please help us meet our 
goal of at least 75 pounds per month. “For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat….”  

(Matthew 25:35) 

HELP PROJECT – The Project Food Pantry is in need 

of a strong person to help with food deliveries on 

some Tuesdays and Wednesdays. For more 

information please contact Michele, food pantry 

coordinator, at 610-258-4361, ext. 34. 

 
SAFE HARBOR DINNERS –First Presbyterian Church 
provides dinners the first Monday of the month. 
April 1 and July 1 are still available! The Mission 
bulletin board is in Legacy Hall and that is where 
you’ll find the sign-up sheet. If you aren’t able to 
do a complete dinner but would like to be a part of 
this mission, contact Nancy Udut, 610-253-5455 or 
naomiudut@ymail.com. 

PAYING OUR FAIR SHARE – All members of our 

church are encouraged to find the envelope in the 

front of your box of offering envelopes marked per 

capita and use it to pay the per capita assessment 

which funds the operations of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.).  Alternatively mark “per capita” on 

the memo line of your check.  

The 2019 per capita amount is $36.00.  Our church 

has received much support from the broader 

Presbyterian community.  Your yearly contribution 

helps this church do its part in making the local 

Presbytery and Presbyterian Church (USA) 

nationally a denomination which supports other 

congregations like ours.  

PRAYER REQUESTS First Presbyterian Church has 

a prayer list which is updated and printed weekly. 

Prayer lists are available on Sunday morning on the 

back table in the sanctuary, or on the Deacons' 

information table in Legacy Hall. You may also 

receive this prayer list weekly by email. Call the 

Church Office to have a name added to the list. 

Names will be automatically removed after six 

weeks unless the office is notified otherwise.  

FLOWER CANS NEEDED – The Board of Deacons is 

requesting donations of 46 oz. cans (the size of 

large juice cans) for use in transporting church 

flowers to our at-home or hospitalized church 

friends. The cans must be clean, with one end and 

the label removed if possible. Cans can be left in 

the service kitchen (next to the sanctuary). Also, if 

you have or know of someone who has a covered 

can already from a flower delivery, please return it 
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to the church so we can use it again. Contact Susan 

Charlton for pick up (610-253-5658). 

Sanctuary Flowers - The 2019 Flower Chart is 

posted in Legacy Hall. To sponsor flowers, sign the 

chart or call the church office. For two 

arrangements the cost is $40 or more depending 

on the size of the arrangement. We will take care 

of placing an order with our florist, Bloomies, and 

the florist will bill you directly. The flowers enhance 

the beauty of our worship and are then delivered 

by the Deacons to the sick and shut-ins. 

SAVE THE DATE – Saturday, May 18, for the 

Progressive Dinner Party that benefits the “One 

Great Hour of Sharing” offering. Sign-up sheets will 

be available in late February.  

SCRIP Program The "Scrip" gift card program allows 

you to order gift cards for many merchants in the 

area, and the church will receive a contribution for 

every card sold. You may place orders on Sunday 

mornings during coffee hour in Legacy Hall - either 

see Lavona Baatz, or stop by the Giant gift card 

table.  

Cash For Causes We participate in the Giant 

Food Stores “Cash for Causes” gift card program. 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations. We also have Shop Rite gift cards 

in $50 and $100 denominations. You can buy them 

on Sunday during Coffee Hour in Legacy Hall, or 

during the week from Nancy Penman in the church 

ffice.  Pay with cash or by check made out to the 

church with “gift card” in the memo line.  

SNOW CANCELATION 
First Presbyterian Church of Easton is registered 

with WFMZ Channel 69 and weather related church 

activity cancellation/postponement information 

will both run across the bottom of your television 

screen and appear on-line at WFMZ.com. Worship 

cancellation will also be posted on our Facebook 

page. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP - CONCERT 

The First Presbyterian Church of Easton is looking 

forward to hosting the Concord Chamber singers 

performance of "Coming to America", on the 

Sunday afternoon of April 7, 2019.  The concert will 

feature a world premiere piece by composer Libby 

Larsen, featuring Lafayette Chamber Singers, 

Emmet Cahill of Celtic Thunder, a 30-piece 

orchestra and more. The concert will begin at 3 

p.m., with a pre-concert lecture before that.  

Ticket information will be available soon! This is an 

amazing opportunity to invite the public into our 

building, to partner with the arts community in 

Easton and to really be a blessing to our downtown 

neighborhood.  Be on the lookout for ways you 

might support this event.  

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for the 

March Soundings is Monday, February 19. Articles 

may be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org.  

WE’RE CONNECTED  
The links to the church’s social media pages are:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/fpceaston or @fpceaston 
These links are also on the church website: 
www.eastonfpc.org 
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