
 

SOUNDINGS – December 2018 

 

What are the colors of Christmas?   Red and green, you might think.  
Why then, do we at the First Presbyterian Church of Easton decorate 
our sanctuary with purple in December?   

The use of colors to differentiate “seasons” in a church year became a 
common practice in the Western (European) church in about the fourth century. The Reformation movement 
lifted up a great deal of criticism against many practices and teachings of the Church, including critique of the 
distracting ornate décor of worship spaces.  Protestant churches which were born from the Reformation not 
only embraced certain Bible based teachings (grace, not works) but the new churches also sought a more 
simplified worship style.    
 

Of course this reforming of worship happened in differing degrees; Lutherans emerged from the Reformation 
following a “liturgical” calendar and using colors to represent certain celebrations. But for Reformed churches 
(including Presbyterian) embellishments in the worship space were purged.  But then during the 20th century, 
the ecumenical movement prompted the rediscovery of ancient Christian ritual.  The feeling was that maybe 
we had thrown the baby out with all the bath water- some art and ritual could actually help us focus on God. 
Seasonal colors once again were used to help us focus on certain Biblical stories and about who God is to us. 
 

So, why purple in December?   Purple is used during our seasons of preparation: Advent and Lent. During the 
four Sundays before Christmas, which we call the season of Advent, we dedicate ourselves for the preparation 
of our hearts and minds for welcoming Christ.  Purple is the traditional color of royalty.  In ancient Rome, 
Adventus was a technical term for the ‘glorious entry’ of the King into the capital city. This often happened 
when the birthday of the royal leader was commemorated.  The early followers of Jesus heard him preach 
about the contrast between the worldly empire of Rome and the heavenly kingdom of God.  Jesus was the 
representative of God’s peaceable kingdom on earth.  So we still use purple to remind us of the coming of the 
kingdom of God and the coming of our God and King, Jesus Christ, into the world.  
  
Red can, traditionally, only be found on one Sunday during the liturgical year: Pentecost, where the church 
celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the early church as tongues of fire.  During most of the church year, 
which is commonly called "ordinary time", the color that you will see in the sanctuary is green. (Ordinary, 
related to ordinal or numbered.) Because green is associated with life, the use of green during the times when 
there are no big festivals or holidays reminds us that God is present among us, breathing life into us and into 
our church during ordinary times. We use white any time we are celebrating days that emphasize the divinity 
of Christ-- including on Christmas itself. Also, since white has come to symbolize holiness, it is also often used 
for the celebration of both baptism and communion.  
 

In this season of Advent take notice of colors and the meaning we have attached to them. What do those 
colors tell us about who Jesus is? As your pastor, I will be asking you to think about the sacredness and 
stillness of blackness in a season of flashing bulbs and beeping screens as we wait for the coming of Christ.  
Also, please notice that we will have new paraments, fabrics with color, in our sanctuary. May the colors and 
symbols of these small, simple pieces of art help you in your worship. 

Grace and peace,   Stefanie 



     

 
 

Sunday, December 2  

First Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 10: 30 a.m., including Celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper Children will go to practice the 

Christmas Pageant.  

Advent Luncheon and Carol Sing in Legacy Hall 

following worship. 

 

Sunday, December 9  

Second Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Church School 

Rehearsal of Church School pageant 11:30 in the 

Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, December 16  

Third Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 10:30 a.m.  

Church School Christmas Pageant 

 

Sunday, December 23  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 10:30 a.m., including Church School 

Christmas Joy Offering received 

 

Monday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
6:30 p.m. Musical Prelude begins 
7:00 p.m. Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candles 

 

Sunday, December 30  
First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Informal worship service in the Sanctuary  
at 10:30 a.m.   No Church School and No Fellowship 
Time 

 

Sunday, January 6  
Epiphany Sunday 

Worship at 10:30 a.m., including Celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper 
Children’s Church School resumes this morning 

 

CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY 

CONNECTIONS 

 

ON DECEMBER 2, the first Sunday of Advent, 
Stefanie our pastor, will be bringing in a few 
Nativity Sets to share with our children. If you or 
your family has a set they would be willing to put 
on display here at our church, please bring 
between December 2 and December 9. Plan to pick 
it up again in January. Please label the set and 
include a little card that describes why the set is 
important to you. 

ADVENT LUNCHEON - Join the Deacons of FPCE 
for an Advent luncheon on Sunday, December 2nd.  
This is a special event for everyone in our faith 
community and takes place after worship. Contact 
Gail Owens, 484-373-0150, about bringing food. 

This we will sing Carols and will also create 2 
Advent Banners to hang in the Narthex and in 
Legacy Hall. We will have a “Heifer Project” mission 
table sponsored by our Mission Team.  

THE WORSHIP TEAM will be decorating the 

church for the holidays on Saturday, December 8th  
beginning at 9:00 a.m. It takes many hands to bring 
all the decorations down (and up), to put up the 
trees, decorate the pews, place the wreaths in the 
windows and outside too.  It’s a lot of work, but in 
the end it’s so satisfying.  Please let Pat Stanek 
know that you are willing and able to help beautify 
our church for the season.     

 



THE COMMUNITY CONNECTION TEAM asks you to 
invite a neighbor, friend or family member to 
worship on Christmas Eve. We have created cards 
which you can hand out as an invitation – just to 
make asking others to worship easier. The cards 
will be in worship on December 2. 

THE SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on Monday, 
December 3, at 1:00 p.m. in the Brainerd 
Gathering Area. Everyone is welcome to join the 
group and be a part of this mission of helping 
others. Contact Judy Jacobs, 610-984-3740, for 
more information. 

Downtown Diners - To show our love and 

support for Easton and its businesses we’ve started 
“Downtown Diners”, a new fellowship group that 
will meet for lunch after church one Sunday every 
other month.  The next dining date is December 9  

and we are planning to go to Mesa Modern 
Mexican, 42 South 3rd Street. The menu can be 
found at  http://mesamexican.com/menu. Contact 
Pat Stanek, 610-217-9738 or Susan Mackay, 908-
507-2621, for more information.    

THE BRUNCH BUNCH will go to The Olive Garden, 
50 Kunkle Drive, Easton, on Sunday, December 16. 
All are welcome. For information about the Brunch 
Bunch, contact Ruthann Arras at 315-870-0200 or 
ruthann.arras@gmail.com. 

THE BOOK CLUB - On Monday, December 17, the 
Book Club will enjoy a Christmas luncheon at 
Tommy’s Sole Mio at 1:00 p.m. If you would like to 
join them, let Nancy Pruitt know, 610-258-1677.  

In January the Club will be discussing The Woman 
in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware. Come and join them.   

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES – Thank you! Thank you! 
The Membership Team filled 5 boxes for the 
church’s college students. The boxes were filled to 
capacity thanks to your generous donations. Thank 
you for the variety of good item you gave. We are 
confident that our college students will eat well 
during exam time. Any food items not used were 
given to Support the Troops. 

Thank you again, 
Membership Team 

 

SHARING AND SERVICE 

PROPERTY CLEAN-UP DAY is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 8, beginning at 9:00 am. 
Contact Rich Linnell, 908-337-0326, for more 
information. 

DEACONS’ ANGEL TREE 

 

This Advent season the Deacons will be collecting 

gloves, hats, mittens, scarves and socks for the 

families who are served by ProJeCt of Easton. 

Beginning on Sunday, December 2 and through 

Sunday, December 23, you may place these items 

beneath our Angel Tree located outside the Church 

Office. Items do not need to be wrapped. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY AT SAFE HARBOR 

This winter First Presbyterian will not be hosting a 

Warming/Welcoming Center in the church, but we 

still have the opportunity to support the Warming 

Center at Safe Harbor with “hands on” time.  The 

Center will be open from December 1-March 31, 

Saturday-Wednesday, 8pm-7am. A snacks/light 

meal and hot beverages will be provided by Safe 

Harbor. 

Mission Team met with Jeff Poch, Safe Harbor 

Director of the shelter, and asked how we the 

congregation could help with this ministry.  Our 

answer:  visit the Warming Center and spend a 

couple of hours talking, listening, playing games or 

cards with the “guests”.  Also, homemade cookies, 

brownies, etc. would always be welcomed. 

Mission Team agreed to offer this opportunity to 

the congregation in hopes that we get volunteers.  

We will be posting a signup sheet on the Mission 

Bulletin Board in Legacy Hall, which will have a 

Mission Team Contact person’s phone no. and 

email.  The contact person will notify Safe Harbor 

of your upcoming visit.  We suggest and hour and a 

half to two hours for a visit, which gives you time 

to converse, etc.  We’re not sure how many guests 
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there will be, but in the past there hasn’t been 

more than 10-15 normally.   

This is a new outreach into the community and we 

hope that it is successful for the guests and our 

volunteers.  Questions, please contact any member 

of the Mission Team:  Pat Koefoed, Joe Manzek, 

Carol Schroeder, Nancy Udut or Pastor Stefanie 

Muntzel. 

PROJECT of EASTON –Our thanks go out to all of 
you who have remained faithful in your giving to 
the ProJeCt Food Pantry on the first Sunday of Each 
month.  Thanks to your generosity we delivered 97 
pounds of pasta in November! Our next 
opportunity to donate either boxed, canned or 
microwave pasta will be Sunday, December 2. 
Canned pasta is greatly appreciated by the 
homeless and microwaveable pasta is appreciated 
by those who only have a microwave for cooking. 
Please help us meet our goal of at least 75 pounds 
per month. “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat….”  (Matthew 25:35) 
 
SAFE HARBOR DINNERS –First Presbyterian Church 
provides dinners the first Monday of the month. 
2019 dates are still available! Our Mission bulletin 
board is moving to Legacy Hall and that is where 
you’ll find the sign-up sheet. If you aren’t able to 
do a complete dinner but would like to be a part 
this mission, contact Nancy Udut, 610-253-5455 or 
naomiudut@ymail.com. 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
The Perfect Gift 

Every generous act of giving …  

is from above.   

- James 1:17 

We can never match God’s perfect 

gift in Jesus, but through the Christmas Joy 

Offering, we can testify to who we have known 

God to be. Your gifts reflect our generous God by 

supporting leaders in our Church and world – past, 

present and future. The offering provides 

assistance to current and retired church workers in 

their time of need and aids future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and 

colleges. The offering is being received throughout 

December and will be dedicated during the 

worship service on December 23.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS First Presbyterian Church has 

a prayer list which is updated and printed weekly. 

Prayer lists are available on Sunday morning on the 

back table in the sanctuary, or on the Deacons' 

information table in Legacy Hall. You may also 

receive this prayer list weekly by email. Call the 

Church Office to have a name added to the list. 

Names will be automatically removed after six 

weeks unless the office is notified otherwise.  

Cash For Causes We participate in the Giant 

Food Stores “Cash for Causes” gift card program. 

Cards are available in $25, $50 and $100 

denominations. We also have Shop Rite gift cards 

in $50 and $100 denominations. You can buy them 

on Sunday during Coffee Hour in Legacy Hall, or 

during the week from Nancy Penman in the church 

office.  Pay with cash or by check made out to the 

church with “gift card” in the memo line.  

SCRIP Program The "Scrip" gift card program allows 

you to order gift cards for many merchants in the 

area, and the church will receive a contribution for 

every card sold. You may place orders on Sunday 

mornings during coffee hour in Legacy Hall - either 

see Lavona Baatz, or stop by the Giant gift card 

table.  

Sanctuary Flowers - The 2019 Flower Chart is 

posted in Legacy Hall. To sponsor flowers, sign the 

chart or call the church office. For two 

arrangements the cost is $40 or more depending 

on the size of the arrangement. We will take care 

of placing an order with our florist, Bloomies, and 

the florist will bill you directly. The flowers enhance 

the beauty of our worship and are then delivered 

by the Deacons to the sick and shut-ins.  
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If you have not yet returned your pledge card, 

please do so as soon as possible. Pledge cards are 

located on the table at the back of the sanctuary 

and on the table in Legacy Hall. Pledge information 

can be emailed or called in to the Church Office.  

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES will be available next 

Sunday, December 9. They will be on a table in the 

lobby outside the Church Office. Please contact 

Nancy Penman in the Church Office, 610-253-3579, 

if you have questions or would like envelopes. 

SNOW CANCELATION 
First Presbyterian Church of Easton 

is registered with WFMZ Channel 

69 and weather related church 

activity cancellation/postponement 

information will both run across 

the bottom of your television 

screen and appear on-line at WFMZ.com.  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE The deadline for the 

January Soundings is Monday, December 17. 

Articles may be emailed to office@eastonfpc.org.  

WE’RE CONNECTED – The links to the church’s 
social media pages are:  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EastonFPC/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/fpceaston or @fpceaston 
These links are also on the church website: 
www.eastonfpc.org 
  

 

 

 

 

Each year, our sanctuary is beautifully decorated 

for Advent and Christmas. If you would like to 

contribute towards the cost of poinsettias, please 

fill out the form below and return it to the church 

office by Monday, December 17. You may have a 

listing in the bulletin in memory or in honor of a 

loved one. The cost of one listing is $10.00.  If you 

plan to donate a plant for use in worship but wish 

to take it home after Christmas Eve, please indicate 

that desire on the form below.   

DONATING POINSETTIAS  

Name ____________________________________ 

Phone or Email  ____________________________  

In Memory of  ______________________________ 

In Honor of  _______________________________ 

Amount enclosed  $______________ 

I will take my plant(s) home after worship on 

Christmas Eve:          Yes_____    No_____ 
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