
 
 
 

A Service for the Worship of God  
February 19, 2023 

The Transfiguration of the Lord 
*Indicates an invitation to rise in body and/or spirit as you are able. 

 
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 

 
GATHERING MUSIC                                               

TOWER BELLS   

PRELUDE                                                                          Amazing Grace (Hymn 280)                            New Britain, arr. Waldrop 
                                                                                                                                                                    The Handbell Choir 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
On mountaintops and in deep valleys, 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
On busy streets and on quiet country lanes, 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
At home, at work, at play, and at rest, 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Let us see one another in the light of Jesus. 
 
*HYMN 324 (V.1-3)                                      Open My Eyes That I May See 

Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

 
Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my ears, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 



 
Open my mouth, and let me bear 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart, and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my heart, illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 
 

WE PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Though we want to see God’s holy radiance, we hide in the mist of our own desires, unable to perceive the 
presence of God’s grace. While we want a world of justice and peace, we walk in clouds of selfishness, 
unable to share God’s loving-kindness. Though we want to follow Jesus up the mountain, we cower in fear, 
unable to bear the light of God. Open our hearts and minds so that we might view ourselves and all that is 
around us in the light of your goodness and grace. 
 
Silent Prayer 

Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 
In the blazing light of God’s grace, Jesus touches us to say, “Get up and do not be afraid.”  
In the name of Christ, all is forgiven. Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE                                                                                                                                          Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Amen.    

  

                                                                                                                

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD    
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                                                                          2 Peter 1:16-19      
 

          Matthew 17:1-9   
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                               Rev. Stefanie Muntzel 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANTHEM                                                                          Lord, I Know I Been Changed                                     Traditional Spiritual                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                      arr. Larry Shackley 

Lord, I know I been changed. 
Angels in heaven done signed my name. 

If you don’t believe that I have been redeemed, 
just follow me down to that ol’ Jordan stream. 

I went to the river and the water was cold. 
It chilled my body but not my soul. 

Lord, I know I been changed. 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
Beloved children of God, too often we see the world through a lens of scarcity. We look at all the things we do 
not have or wish for something bigger and better. And yet, our stories of faith tell us that the smallest things 
often become enormous when placed in God’s hands. And so, you are invited to bring your “little” and watch 
how God can do great things to bless the entire community. 
 

Please leave your offering in the box at the front of the sanctuary or make your gifts online or via mail. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
Holy and righteous God, we offer our gifts with humble hearts, knowing the need in our world is great and 
our gifts alone will not be enough. But we offer our gifts in hope that you will bless them, multiply them, 
and use them to help fulfill your purpose revealed in Jesus Christ, Savior of us all. Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE                                                                                                                                                                 Doxology 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. Amen.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       



WE GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*HYMN 268 (V.1-3)                           God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 
 

God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
Infinite in time and place, 

Flung the suns in burning radiance 
Through the silent fields of space: 
We, Your children in Your likeness, 
Share inventive powers with You; 

Great Creator, still creating, 
Show us what we yet may do. 

 
We have ventured worlds undreamed of 

Since the childhood of our race; 
Known the ecstasy of winging 

Through untraveled realms of space; 
Probed the secrets of the atom, 

Yielding unimagined power, 
Facing us with life’s destruction 
Or our most triumphant hour. 

 
As each far horizon beckons, 

May it challenge us anew: 
Children of creative purpose, 
Serving others, honoring You. 

May our dreams prove rich with promise, 
Each endeavor well begun; 

Great Creator, give us guidance 
Till our goals and Yours are one. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
Christ is our light and our hope! Go in the love and peace of Christ! 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                          Foundation (Hymn 361)             Early American tune; setting by Held 
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Each Sunday we sing hymns taken from the blue hymnal provided for you in the pew where you are seated. 

Though we print the lyrics to the hymns in the bulletin, we encourage you to turn to the hymnal so you can also 
read the accompanying music. 

 
 
2 Peter 1:16-19 
 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the 
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the 
holy mountain. So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 
voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard 
this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up 
and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son 
of Man has been raised from the dead.’ 


